
 
 

Expertise and critical thinking are under attack, and our society suffers as a result. We need to 
reaffirm the roles that higher education plays in our society. We must stand up for a just, 
inclusive system of higher education, one that can help transform our society. We need a New 
Deal for Higher Education.  
 

BUILD PROSPERITY FROM THE BOTTOM UP 
Education and educated people drive economic success, from the vibrancy of our communities 
to the health of the whole economy. Higher education provides these tools by preparing 
students to be the workforce of the future, from teachers, nurses, and technicians to 
programmers, paralegals, and IT specialists. As large employers, universities and colleges have 
the ability to reverse course and lead with truly high road practices that strengthen the stability 
of their workforces, the educational experiences of their students, and their local economies. 
 

ADVANCE SOCIAL, RACIAL, AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE 
Teaching and research should raise our awareness of systemic inequalities and racism, and 
pioneer new ways to address them. The education and training available to students in higher 
education should also create economic mobility and reverse economic disparities. If our system 
of higher education is affordable and accessible to all, it can be a pillar of a more just world. 
 

STRENGTHEN DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL SOCIETY 
Participating in democracy requires the ability to recognize truth, to challenge our 
understandings, and to think critically about the world in which we find ourselves. Higher 
education challenges all students to build these abilities. Strengthening higher education makes 
our democracy stronger because it empowers people to think about their lives and make 
meaningful change in the world. 
 
FOSTER KNOWLEDGE AND INNOVATION 
Higher education must inspire the free exchange of ideas and the search for truth. All 
scholarship and teaching creates value--whether it is social, economic, or cultural. Scholarly 
work advances us as a society and prepares us for the challenges of our world. 
 
The New Deal for Higher Education platform will seek to recenter our public colleges and 
universities as a common good. In addition to addressing tuition costs, institutional funding, and 
student debt relief, we will pursue reforms related to racial injustice and inequities, labor 
practices, academic freedom and governance, federal research funding, technical and 
vocational education, and a host of other challenges that have diminished our national capacity 
to educate our communities. 
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